Draft 12 29 09

Chapter 18.52

Accessory and Temporary Uses, Structures and Buildings

18.52.035    Non-domesticated Animals 

       (a)   The following provisions shall apply to the keeping of non-domesticated animals

	Animal Unit Equivalency Chart*

	Animal Species
	H-A Zone - max two (2) animal units per acre
Animal unit equivalents
	Equivalent number of allowed Animals per acre
	Max # of Animals per acre
	Other Zones - max one (1) animal unit per acre
Animal unit Equivalents
	Equivalent Number of  allowed Animals per acre
	Max # of Animals per acre

	Slaughter, feed & dairy cattle, bison, elk, llamas, horses, mules, burros, yaks, alpacas
	1.0
	1.0
	2.0
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0

	Swine, butcher & breeding - over 55 lbs.
	.50
	2.0
	4.0
	.50
	2.0
	2.0

	Sheep, lamb, goats
	.50
	2.0
	4.0
	.50
	2.0
	2.0

	Turkeys
	.20
	5.0
	10.0
	.20
	5.0
	5.0

	Chickens, broiler & layer; rabbits
	.10
	10.0
	20.0
	.10**
	10.0
	10.0



(Young stock, less than 50% percent of adult weight, reduces the above equivalency factor by ½.  "Per acre" refers to areas specifically devoted for animal use).

*This chart shall not be used in a cumulative fashion.  For example, in the H-A Zone, there is a maximum of 2 animal units permitted per acre.  These animal units may be derived from a combination of animals, but in no event shall it exceed the maximum of 2 animal units per acre.


** Chicken hens are also allowed as provided in Section 18.52.035 

(b)  Chicken Hens – Backyard Accessory Use Allowed 

1.
Definitions.


Chicken shall be defined as that type of bird which is usually raised as a type of poultry, but shall not include water fowl, grouse, pigeon, quail, guinea fowl, pheasant, peacock and partridges.


Chicken hen shall be defined as a female chicken or pullet.


Rooster shall be defined as a male chicken and shall also include capons (neutered males). 

2.
Zone Districts Allowed.  The keeping of chickens as pets and for non-commercial, personal consumption, is allowed on property zoned R-E, R-L, R-M, R-H, C-L, C-H, I-L, I-M and PUD, unless otherwise restricted by terms of the PUD or by an approved Development Concept Master Plan, subject to the condition that the sole use and occupancy of the property is a single family residential dwelling.  If the property is not owner-occupied, the land owner must consent in writing to allow the chicken hens on the property.  
3. 
Permit Required.  Any person keeping chicken hens pursuant to this Section must first have been issued a permit by the Community Development Department demonstrating compliance with the provisions of this Chapter.   Such permit is non-transferrable to another party or property.

4.
Number and type of chickens allowed.  A maximum of six (6) chicken hens shall be allowed.  In no event shall roosters be kept as a Backyard Accessory Use unless specifically exempted as part of an annexation agreement.

5.
Location on property.   The keeping of chickens is limited to the rear and interior side yards of a property as defined by this Development Code. 

6.
Chicken Shelter and Containment.  The chicken hens must be provided with a covered chicken house (coop) that is properly ventilated, designed to be easily accessed, cleaned and maintained to alleviate odors, and at least two (2) square feet per chicken in size.

i.
 If the coop is over one-hundred and twenty (120) square feet in size a building permit must first be obtained and shall comply with chapter 18.52.030;

ii.
If the chicken house is greater than one-hundred and twenty (120) square feet in size, the construction shall have similar materials and color as the principal building or structure on the parcel; 

iii. The chicken house shall be no taller than seven (7) feet at the highest point of the roof;

iv. The chicken house shall be predator resistant with a solid top and an enclosure which is reasonably impermeable on all sides, including the bottom, to animals, including but not limited to wild animals, domesticated animals, rodents and wild birds.

v. During daylight hours, the chicken hens must have access to the chicken house and also have access to an outdoor enclosed area sized to allow an area equivalent to ten (10) square feet per chicken and that is adequately fenced to protect them from predators and from which the chickens can not escape;

vi. The chicken hens must be enclosed in fenced area at all times which includes a roof or covering which prohibits the chicken hens from escaping, in the alternative the chicken hens may be kept in a pen or yard without a roof or covering if the chicken hen’s wings are clipped to prevent flying or are breeds that can otherwise not escape by flight.

vii. The chicken hens must be further protected from predators from dusk to dawn by being closed in the chicken house;

viii. The chicken hens must be sheltered or confined in such fashion so as to prevent them from coming into contact with wild birds including ducks or geese or their excrement;

ix. Neither the chicken house nor the outdoor enclosed area may be located less than five (5) feet from any abutting property line and six (6) feet separation from principal structure.

7.
Feed.  Chicken feed must be stored in a re-sealable, airtight, vermin-proof container, to discourage attracting mice, rats, and vermin.

8.
Slaughter.  Slaughter of chicken hens under this provision of the Development Code is expressly prohibited.  

9.
Commercial use prohibited.  In no event may the eggs or chickens be sold for commercial

 purposes or operated as a home occupation. 

10.
Nuisance Conditions.  The keeping of chickens shall be maintained in such a manner in order that  

odors due to excessive dirt, waste, excrement or old feed do not become a nuisance to neighboring properties or the general public, and in such a manner that the keeping of chickens does not attract excessive flies, mosquitoes or other insects.

11.  
Nothing contained within this ordinance is intended to supersede more restrictive property restrictions, including but not limited to, Home Owners Association covenants and regulations.

